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Hints and Hauntings

for contrabass and stereo digital sound

Performance Notes:
Performer must be amplified with microphone for balance with fixed media playback.

Tempos and note durations given up until rehearsal letter D are approximations. Performer
should follow the notated electronic cues to align the bass part with the playback by following
the spacing/timing observable between parts. Some discretion and personal interpretation is
expected. Expressive execution of the musical phrases is paramount to rhythmic exactitude
and may require some listening with the score to get the feel for it.

Harmonics are notated at the node lightly touched; when a different pitch results, cues of
sounding pitches appear above.

From rehearsal D to the end, the tempo is 132 bpm; therefore, it is recommended that the click
track be routed to the performer via headphones.

Electronic sounds are labeled in boxed text or described by the following key:
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Program Note:

Hints and Hauntings is a pastiche paying homage to a long list of influences and experiences
that have shaped my musical life. | sought to use sounds | once found far more prevalent in
my daily existence, whose absence and possible future obsolescence I've noticed. (You'll find |
spent a lot of time as a child listening to records and reading the dictionary.) Formative sonic
experiences find their way into the piece as well, like playing in a drumline and discovering
electronic music, from early analog sounds to my teenage years dancing in clubs.

| wanted to explore the contrabass’s range of expressivity, particularly its capacity for lyricism,
its almost transparent timbre in the upper registers, the funk only it can bring, and the sheer
power that those low, slow sound waves can manifest, while proving to myself that such an
unwieldy beast of an instrument (I say, lovingly) can be tamed.

Duration: 5:02
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Dictionary Groove, in strict tempo
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Light and funky, staying on top of the beat
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