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RIVER RISING

FOR VIOLIN, STEREO SOUND, AND LIVE ELECTRONICS

REQUIRED EQUIPMENT :

*Audio interface that has three channels of output: 1-2 to stereo speakers, 3 to performer’s
headphones for click track

*Fixed media (ch. 1-2) auxed to a monitor speaker for violinist

*Stereo speakers with ample bass response

*Microphone on violin for balance and application of reverb, using onboard mixer effects,
Logic/ProTools, or MAX patch

*2-9 second reverb should be applied to violin part throughout as noted (may be adjusted
to avoid feedback or skipped in live performances spaces with significant natural reverb).

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

+All accidentals carry throughout the bar in which they appear.

*Timings, a rough transcription of the fixed media part (a.k.a. electronics), and click track
cues are included in the score to aid in rehearsal and performance.

+It is advisable to listen along with the electronics, marking your own notes and cues in
the score regarding the description and placement of sounds that stand out to you.

At rehearsal A, the click track does not need to be followed exactly in terms of when
accelerando/ritardando passages land on their final pitch; it is preferable to create an
expressive arc with each phrase and play it how you feel it. The click is meant to provide
a reference around which to play. Once the performer has a sense of how everything lines
up, ideally they would know the electronic part well enough to play along by feel instead.
(I understand the dedication and time that entails, so perform with the click if it feels
better.)

*Repeated notes m. 2-35 are to be performed freely, accelerating or decelerating as noted,
the precise number of iterations to be determined by the performer (not by the notation).
*The dark, squiggly line above mm. 8-9, 19-20, and 72-74 denotes a slow, wide
vibrato/trill to whole step above the written pitch that should mimic the timing of the
delay present in the fixed media part.

*Tremolo marking on col legno battuto passage (m.42) denotes letting the bow bounce
more than once, much like a percussionist would perform the diddle drum rudiment.
*Various passages are marked “intermittent tremolo” in which the performer should
choose how fast and often to tremolo (as noted) based on the mood and music of the
fixed media part.

COMMISSIONED BY CAMBRIDGE PHILHARMONIC
WRITTEN FOR ANDIE TANNING SPRINGER AND LILIT HARTUNIAN



PROGRAM NOTE:

River Rising is an elegy to those who have lost friends, family, livelihoods, and
communities—sometimes an entire existence that can never be recovered—to
unexpected tragedy. The hopelessness and horror that tsunamis, hurricanes, floods,
earthquakes, war, illness, climate change, and other catastrophic forces may bring seem
surreal, having never lived through anything like this firsthand. [ wanted to take a
moment to reflect on being overwhelmed entirely by situations beyond our control that
may only be endured together. Special thanks to Mary Kouyoumdjian for letting me play
and sample her beloved Siran.

DURATION: 8 MINUTES

CONTACT: KVOLNESS@GMAIL.COM
WWW.KIRSTENVOLNESS.COM



_for Andie Tanning Springer and Lilit Hartunian
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move freely back and forth
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