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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Performances of the modular version of Shaker Loops should be conducted. (A fully notated version in
which all repeats are written out, designed for a string orchestra or for a septet without conductor, is also
available from the publisher.)

Duration of the individual modules are, in this version, at the discretion of the conductor, but the overall
length of the piece should not exceed 30 minutes. The conductor indicates the movement from one module
to another by means of a large downbeat. When this signal for movement to a new module is given, most
players will have to interrupt their present loops (submodules) in order to proceed directly to the new one.
Players that have a repeat sign at the beginning of a new module can continue their previous material
without interruption. If the ensemble deems it necessary, the conductor can indicate which module is opera-
tive by holding up fingers.

Submodules (those for the individual instruments indicated by small numbers in circles) are to be given by
the conductor only to the player(s) involved and as subtly as possible. When a player receives a cue for a
new submodule he or she should move more or less directly to the next submodule; however it is not neces-
sary to make this change instantaneously. A beat or two rest before moving onto the next submodule is
permissible. Generally it is not necessary to change submodules exactly on cue, unless it be a tutti cue as

in submodule @ in module (page 5 of the score). Here the submodule cue should be treated just like
a module cue.

Crescendos and decrescendos: if a dynamic marking takes place within a repeat sign it should be observed
with each repeat of the loop. If, however, a dynamic marking exceeds the boundary of the repeat sign it
should be observed only once and over a more gradual time span.

For example:
; {1 would mean that the crescendo and decrescendo occur each time the
II P—f"—=»p II loop is repeated.
Whereas:
Ili || would mean that the loop is begun p and, over the course of a number

P ——— f ofrepeats, gradually grows to f.

Glissandos in Part II should be played more toward the end of the beat. For instance a glissando written
J/J' should be executed more like J\ J)/J

Bass harmonics: all natural harmonics in the treble clef for the bass are to sound where written. All other
notation for the bass, including natural harmonics in the bass clef, is written an octave above where it
will sound.

o ' -
Hence E sounds E , but Z——— sounds e

Parts are available on rental from the publisher.
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SHAKER LOOPS

John Adams
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i i oz d=72 > J =144/0=72 > 0-d(J-160) 2 2 2
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T 2 2 % 3 3 3
b - > > >
] | b R H
P - Tutti: gradually begin stressing first of every fowr notes = = =
- ﬁ The accelerando is executed in the following manner: conductor beats J °s until accel. reaches d =144
. at which point conductor beats o’s (at ©=72). Accel. continues untilo=160 at which point o = J
o ¥ 3 (where ¢ =160). ‘Duration of Module 5: approx. 20 seconds.
1y, = A £ (orepeay
A\ —
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° L2 t
T —ofp:
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PART IV
A FINAL SHAKING
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